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July 25, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As president and CEO of Berkeley Electric Cooperative, I write in opposition to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new and existing power 
plants. 
 
Berkeley Electric is a not-for-profit utility serving more than 100,000 member-consumers in coastal 
South Carolina. The EPA’s proposal would undermine the cooperative’s mission of providing affordable, 
reliable power to the communities and consumer-members we serve. This proposal would require the 
use of carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an 
unreasonably expedited timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always-available power 
plants, while also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this will 
occur while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and 
businesses served by Berkeley Electric are its direct stakeholders and the sole owners. One-third of the 
families we serve are considered low-income households. The fundamental expectation of our 
consumers is that the lights stay on at a cost they can afford. However, recent threats to the grid serve 
as a dire warning that America’s ability to keep the lights on is in jeopardy. According to the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” retirement of existing generating assets across 
the country, and insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly impacting reliability and 
increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are promising 
technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions 
that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point years in 
the future; and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these 
technologies. 
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EPA’s proposal could have dire consequences for our consumer-members in rural South Carolina, 
inflating power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving away industry and jobs. 
 
I join electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA’s proposal. It would 
undermine decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-
threatening blackouts.  
 
It doesn’t work for Berkeley Electric’s members or our nation’s economy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael S. Fuller, 
President and CEO 
Berkeley Electric Cooperative, Inc. 















 

 
 

August 4, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As President & CEO of Cooperative Electric Energy Utility Supply, Inc. (CEEUS, Inc.), I write in 
opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable 
regulations on new and existing power plants. 
 
My organization is an electric utility distributor of power equipment that represents the interests of 
22 electric cooperatives in South Carolina along with Santee Cooper, the electric municipalities of 
SC, and Dominion Energy SC, and the more than 3.5 million South Carolinians who rely on them for 
electricity. 
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine the electric cooperatives’ mission of providing affordable, reliable 
power to the communities and consumer-members they serve. This proposal would require the use of 
carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an unreasonably 
expedited timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always available power plants while 
also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this will occur 
while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and 
businesses served by our 20 distribution cooperative members and 2 generation & transmission 
cooperative members are direct stakeholders and the sole owners of their not-for-profit cooperatives. 
And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the lights stay on at a cost they can afford. 
However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that America’s ability to keep the lights on 
is in jeopardy. According to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” 
retirement of existing generating assets across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power 
capacity, is directly impacting reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are 
promising technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the 
country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions 
that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point 
years in the future; and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these 
technologies. 

 



 

 
 
EPA’s proposal could have dire consequences for the consumer-members of electric cooperatives in 
rural South Carolina, inflating power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving 
away industry and jobs. 

 
I support electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal. It would 
undermine decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-
threatening blackouts. It doesn't work for South Carolina’s electric cooperatives, the communities 
they serve, or our nation's economy. 
 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
E. Chad Capps 
President & CEO 
CEEUS, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 





















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 27, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn:  Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As CEO of Coastal Electric Cooperative, I write in opposition to the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new and existing power 
plants. 
 
Coastal Electric Cooperative serves approximately 12,000 accounts in the Lowcountry of South 
Carolina.  Our territory is rural and somewhat depressed.  Slightly more than half, 51% of our 
member-owners are low income, and already struggling to afford the basic needs due to the 
increasing cost of everyday necessities. 
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine my electric cooperative’s mission of providing affordable, 
reliable power to the communities and consumer-members we serve.  This proposal would 
require the use of carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially 
viable on an unreasonably expedited timeframe.  This will force the premature closure of always 
available power plants while also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power 
plants.  And all of this will occur while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify 
more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve.  The families and 
businesses served by Coastal Electric Cooperative are direct stakeholders and the sole owners 
of the not-for-profit cooperative.  And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the 
lights stay on at a cost they can afford.  However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire 
warning that America’s ability to keep the lights on is in jeopardy.  According to the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” retirement of existing generating 
assets across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly 
impacting reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
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I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which 
are promising technologies, but are not yet commercially viable or available in 
many parts of the country; 
 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative 
assumptions that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely 
available at some point years in the future; and  
 

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support 
these technologies. 

 
I join electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal.  It 
would undermine decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could 
lead to life-threatening blackouts.  It doesn't work for my electric co-op, my community, or our 
nation's economy. 
 
 
 
 
Mark L. Walling 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
MLW:dgf 
 



  

 

 
July 24, 2023 

 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As president and CEO of The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina, I write in opposition to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new and 
existing power plants. 
 
My organization is a trade association that represents the interests of 18 electric cooperatives in South 
Carolina and the more than 1.5 million South Carolinians who rely on them for electricity.  
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine the electric cooperatives’ mission of providing affordable, reliable power 
to the communities and consumer-members they serve. This proposal would require the use of carbon 
capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an unreasonably expedited 
timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always available power plants while also making it 
harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this will occur while the demand for 
electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and businesses 
served by our 18 distribution cooperative members are direct stakeholders and the sole owners of their not-
for-profit cooperatives. And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the lights stay on at a cost 
they can afford. However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that America’s ability to keep the 
lights on is in jeopardy. According to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” 
retirement of existing generating assets across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power 
capacity, is directly impacting reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are promising 
technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions that 
hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point years in the 
future; and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these technologies. 
 
EPA’s proposal could have dire consequences for our consumer-members in rural South Carolina, inflating 
power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving away industry and jobs. 
 
I join electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal. It would undermine 
decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-threatening blackouts.  
 



  

 

 
 
It doesn't work for South Carolina’s electric cooperatives, the communities they serve, or our nation's 
economy. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Mike Couick 
President and CEO 
The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina  
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August 3, 2023 

A Touchstone Energy®  Cooperative 
Administrator Michael S. Regan 
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Administrator Regan: 

As president and CEO of Laurens Electric Cooperative,, I write in opposition to the 
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new 
and existing power plants. 

EPA's proposal would undermine the electric cooperatives' mission of providing affordable, 
reliable power to the communities and consumer-members we serve. This proposal would require the 
use of carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an 
unreasonably expedited timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always available power 
plants while also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this 
will occur while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American 
economy. 

Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and 
businesses served by Laurens Electric Cooperative are direct stakeholders and the sole owners of 
their not-for-profit cooperatives. And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the lights 
stay on at a cost they can afford. However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that 
America's ability to keep the lights on is in jeopardy. According to the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation, the 'disorderly' retirement of existing generating assets across the country, 
and insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly impacting reliability and increasing 
the risk of blackouts. 

I am particularly concerned that EPA's proposed regulations: 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are 
promising technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the 
country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions 
that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point 
years in the future; and 

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these 
technologies. 

EPA's proposal could have dire consequences for our consumer-members in rural South 
Carolina, inflating power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving away 
industry and jobs. 
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It doesn't work for South Carolina's electric cooperatives, the communities they serve, or our 
nation's economy. 

Sincerel 

iLi1 
I. liavid Wasson, Jr. 

sident and CEO 
The Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina 
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LITTLE RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
300 Cambridge Street • Post Office Box 220 • Abbeville, South Carolina 29620 

          Telephone (864) 366-2141 • Fax (864) 366-4524 

August 04, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As General Manager and CEO of Little River Electric Cooperative, in Abbeville, South Carolina, I 
write in opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose 
unworkable regulations on new and existing power plants. 
 
We are a distribution cooperative serving the electric needs of over 14,900 member-owners in 
Abbeville, Anderson, Greenwood, and McCormick counties in South Carolina.  
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine our electric cooperatives’ mission of providing affordable, reliable 
power to the communities and member-owners we serve. This proposal would require the use of 
carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an unreasonably 
expedited timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always available power plants while 
also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this will occur 
while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and 
businesses served are direct stakeholders and the sole owners of Little River Electric Cooperative. 
And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the lights stay on at a cost they can afford. 
However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that America’s ability to keep the lights on 
is in jeopardy. According to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” 
retirement of existing generating assets across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power 
capacity, is directly impacting reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are 
promising technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the 
country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions 
that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point 
years in the future; and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these 
technologies. 



 

 

LITTLE RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
300 Cambridge Street • Post Office Box 220 • Abbeville, South Carolina 29620 

          Telephone (864) 366-2141 • Fax (864) 366-4524 

 
EPA’s proposal could have dire consequences for our member-owners in rural South Carolina, 
inflating power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving away industry and jobs. 
Our area has 38% low income, a per capita household income of $27,041, and an unemployment rate 
of 5%. Our member-owners can ill afford a proposal that would cause further burden to our 
communities. 
 
I join electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal. It would 
undermine decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-
threatening blackouts.  
 
It doesn't work for Little River Electric Cooperative, the communities we serve, or our nation's 
economy. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Jeff Lewis 
General Manager and CEO 
Little River Electric Cooperative, Inc.  
 











 

August 3, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As CEO of New Horizon Electric Cooperative, I write in opposition to the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new and existing power 
plants. 
 
My organization is a Generation & Transmission cooperative that represents the interests of five 
distribution electric cooperatives in South Carolina and the more than two hundred thousand South 
Carolinians who rely on them for electricity. 
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine the electric cooperatives’ mission of providing affordable, reliable 
power to the communities and consumer-members they serve. This proposal would require the use of 
carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an unreasonably 
expedited timeframe. This will force the premature closure of always available power plants while 
also making it harder to permit, site, and build critical new power plants. And all of this will occur 
while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and 
businesses served by our 230,000 cooperative members are direct stakeholders and the sole owners 
of their not-for-profit cooperatives. And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that their 
basic necessities of life, dependent upon the electricity we provide, remain available at a cost they 
can afford. However, recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that America’s ability to 
provide for these fundamental and life-dependent needs is in jeopardy. According to the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” retirement of existing generating assets 
across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly impacting 
reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are 
promising technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the 
country; 



 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions 
that hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point 
years in the future; and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these 
technologies. 

 
EPA’s proposal could have dire consequences for the consumer-members of electric cooperatives in 
rural South Carolina, inflating power bills, increasing the already-high cost of living, and driving 
away industry and jobs. 

 
I support electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal. It would 
undermine decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-
threatening blackouts. It doesn't work for South Carolina’s electric cooperatives, the communities 
they serve, or our nation's economy. 
 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
 
Robert W. Smith 
President and CEO 
New Horizon Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
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Newberry Electric Cooperative, Inc., PO Box 477, 882 Wilson Rd., Newberry, SC 

August 2, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
As President and CEO of Newberry Electric Cooperative, I write in opposition to the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to impose unworkable regulations on new and existing power plants. 
 
EPA’s proposal would undermine my electric cooperative’s mission of providing affordable, reliable power to the 
communities and consumer-members we serve. This proposal would require the use of carbon capture and 
hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an unreasonably expedited timeframe. This will 
force the premature closure of always available power plants while also making it harder to permit, site, and build 
critical new power plants. And all of this will occur while the demand for electricity skyrockets as we electrify 
more of the American economy.  
 
Electric cooperatives are built by, and belong to, the communities they serve. The families and businesses served 
by Newberry Electric Cooperative are direct stakeholders and the sole owners of the not-for-profit cooperative. 
And the fundamental expectation of our consumers is that the lights stay on at a cost they can afford. However, 
recent threats to the grid serve as a dire warning that America’s ability to keep the lights on is in jeopardy. 
According to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, the “disorderly” retirement of existing 
generating assets across the country, and insufficient replacement of that power capacity, is directly impacting 
reliability and increasing the risk of blackouts. 
 
I am particularly concerned that EPA’s proposed regulations: 
 

• Are based on the use of hydrogen and carbon capture and storage (CCS), which are promising 
technologies but are not yet commercially viable or available in many parts of the country; 

• Require emission reductions on unworkable timelines and based on speculative assumptions that 
hydrogen and CCS will somehow be economical and widely available at some point years in the future; 
and  

• Fail to recognize the massive infrastructure development necessary to support these technologies. 
 

I join electric cooperatives across the country in standing firmly against EPA's proposal. It would undermine 
decades of work to reliably keep the lights on across the nation and could lead to life-threatening blackouts. It 
doesn't work for my electric co-op, my community, or our nation's economy. 
 
Sincerely,   
 
G. Keith Avery 
 
G. Keith Avery 
President and CEO  
Newberry Electric Cooperative 
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July 28, 2023 
 
Administrator Michael S. Regan  
Attn: Docket ID EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0072 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Administrator Regan: 
 
I write to you in opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) recent proposal to 
impose impractical regulations on new and existing power plants on behalf of the concerned 
members of York Electric Cooperative, Inc. (YEC).  
 
As President and CEO of YEC, and as a member of this community for more than 30 years, the 
financial hardship EPA’s proposal would create for our member-owners and greater communities 
would be catastrophic, along with the reliable, safe energy our members expect.  
 
Our cooperative, made up of more than 69,000 members, focuses our attention on improving the 
quality of life for members and always looking out for their best interest. I cannot, nor will I, 
quiet my voice on such a service-altering topic such as EPA’s proposal that would cause 
detriment to the affordability and reliability of our electric delivery, along with the lives of those 
we serve. EPA’s proposal negates our core mission at YEC. Requiring unrealistic expectations of 
the use of carbon capture and hydrogen technologies that are not yet commercially viable on an 
unreasonably expedited timeframe puts our promise of keeping the lights on at a price our 
members can afford at risk. Within the EJScreen Community Report provided by EPA, some 
glaring numbers of at-risk citizens stood out to me:  

• More than 20% of our members are below poverty level. 
• 26% of the people in the communities we serve are people of color. 
• Our aging population makes up 17% of our members.  

 
Passing this proposal could create an undo strain on these vulnerable groups of community 
members because of the subsequent rate hikes that would follow. Creating an additional energy 
burden is unjust and something YEC will not support.     
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We were built by our community, we belong to our community and our voice in opposition to this 
proposal is for our community. It isn’t right for YEC, our state or our country.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Paul Basha 
President and CEO 
York Electric Cooperative 
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